Abstract of a clinical lecture given at St. Bartholomew's Hospital by Sir Dyce Duckworth, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to the Hospital.
family, age 28, who was admitted into the hospital on October 23rd, 1897. The history is that she has been the subject of fits, i.e., convulsive attacks, since an early age. The first fit occurred when she was seven years old. During the ensuing three years she had no fits, when they again commenced, and have continued ever since.
During the last four months the intervals between the fits have decreased, so that she now has two or three per day. Any excitement brings on a fit (the onset of which is sudden), there being no warning except a peculiar feeling over the body. She has been married ten years, has not had any children, and has never had any miscarriages. The (2) the non-convulsive. It is to be remembered that it is the will-power which is at fault. These patients have insufficient power to control or will to do anything. Amongst cases like the two above described we meet with the celebrated "fasting girls." There was one in Wales in 1866, and skilled nurses were sent down to her from a London hospital to see if the fasting was real.
It was found that she did fast, and she was allowed to die. Nowadays a case like this is forcibly fed by a nasal tube and recovers. These patients sometimes eat all kinds of extraordinary things, such as slate pencils, candles, and even faeces. They try to deceive you, and will bring you a pot of blood that they pretend to have vomited, or they will swallow blood and vomit it, in order to excite sympathy?for all their performances take place in public. The convulsive case which has been shown will be douched with cold water, kept warm and comfortable, well fed, put under strict discipline, and isolated, and she will not be allowed to write letters to her friends or to receive letters from them. Massage will be employed, that is to say, the Weir-Mitchell treatment will be carried out. Regarding the pathology of this disease, it verges on insanity, and some of these unfortunate patients do become insane and end their days in an asylum.
In the present state of our knowledge hysteria must be regarded as a crazy way of working of the nervous system. It is hereditary. The moral, therefore, is, said the lecturer, to grow up a strong, healthy set of men and women, and I think that now, in the closing years of the nineteenth century, we are on our way to do it.
